OPEN LETTER
To Socialists and Democrats alike

On August 9th, 2005, the Eleventh Federal Court of Appeals in Atlanta declared the trial where “The Miami Five” had been condemned void.  Yes, five Cubans working for the Castro regime were accused of espionage and there were allegations that some of them were involved in the downing by Castro’s Air Force of the two unarmed planes belonging to Brothers To The Rescue. In that action four men were pulverized over international waters. The repercussions of this malevolent act have not gone away.

Since “The Miami Five” were apprehended in the late nineties, Castro mounted an international campaign demanding the liberation of these men. It was argued that they were in reality “antiterrorists” who were spying on non-violent Cuban-American exile organizations. Persistence paid off. Castro’s campaign had an obvious boost with the ruling of the Appellate Court in Atlanta. 

By August 30th an “Open Letter” appeared in the Cuban press demanding the immediate liberation of “ The Miami Five:” Gerardo Hernandez, René González, Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guerrero, and Fernando González. The letter was addressed to the Attorney General requesting, again, their immediate freedom.

This was not the usual grass roots open letter with thousands of citizens supporting a point of view to their government. No. It may be bound to be a memorable document. Initially, it looks like a flawed kite with a very long tail made of more than 665 subscribers and a simple proposition demanding the freedom of the men previously condemned. Most of the signators are known in leftist and socialist circles. Some are well known others are not. Among them there are five Nobel Prize winners. Some are democrats like Ramsay Clark. Others – although not democrats - seem to have a public record consistent with democratic ideals, the division of power and the use of periodic multiparty elections as the primary means of electing political leaders. Regardless of ideology, the subscribers come from a wide geographical background: from Latin America, Europe, Africa, North America and Cuba. And among them you will find architects, novelists, artists, journalists, thinkers, filmmakers, economists, historians, theologians, Jesuit priests, lawyers, musicians, librarians, anthropologists, writers, thinkers, activists and professors

There has been some coverage of this “Open Letter” to Attorney General Alberto Gonzalez but mostly in the Cuban press. It is unfortunate that little of it has played out in the main stream American press because the numbers of supporters for the proposition of the document seems to be increasing. Some of us in the Cuban-American community feel that the position expressed in the letter addressed to Attorney General Gonzalez does not recognize that the ruling of the Appellate Court has not voided the evidence against “The Miami Five.” It just voided the trial. What is in order is to retry these accused men. To free “The Miami Five” without further ado will be to throw away valuable evidence that obviously incriminates the communist regime of Fidel Castro with the introduction into the United States of undeclared agents spying at various levels on the activities of American citizens. Some of those citizens were Cuban-Americans – naturalized or born in the land of the free. Others, a minority, were Cuban political refugees seeking asylum from the longest ruling, tyrannical, totalitarian regimen in contemporary history. Others being spied upon had no obvious connection with the Cuban-Americans or Castro. They were working for the Department of Defense in various installations in and outside South Florida. 

These facts have been totally overlooked in the letter Castro has circulated and many have signed. Furthermore, the open letter continues to serve as a nidus that bring together anyone “willing to demonstrate.” “The Miami Five” were originally convicted in 2001 in a trial held in Miami. The argument for having voided the trial is in concordance with Castro’s argument. Essentially, that the Cuban and Cuban-American community in South Florida greatly influenced its outcome. A review of the news and trial documents reveals there were no Cubans or Cuban-Americans among the jurors who found the accused guilty. Neither did the exile community in South Florida made itself visible at the federal building where the trial was held, nor did it rally against the accused in the local media or through the streets of Miami. 

On the other hand one could ask if American justice should be more in tune with a tyrannical foreign government, Fidel Castro, than with an immigrant community that has made America its home. 

“The Miami Five” should be not released from prison immediately as requested by the open letter supported by the Castro regime. Far from arbitrary, their incarceration is necessary in view of the evidence that exists and incriminates “The Miami Five” with espionage activities and possibly the loss of life and property. Moreover, Castro’s publicity campaign on their behalf seemed to be successful through persistence on their part and ignorance in ours. Yes, ignorant enough to be subject to the whims of the Cuban dictator. 

In summary, it is important to first ask those swayed by Castro to sign his open letter to reconsider the evidence, examine their consciences and arrive at a logical conclusion before asking for the freedom of  “The Miami Five.” Doesn’t it seem more egalitarian and appropriate to ask for the freedom of the 11? Yes, the 11 million Cubans whose human rights –including economical and political rights – are not recognized or respected in the island.  

Secondly it seems particularly appropriate to ask the socialists who signed the Declaration of Porto Alegre and now seem to have re-grouped to support the most notorious dictator of our times to consider their stated values and not Castro’s. The Porto Alegre Manifesto signed in the 2005 World Forum favors economic, peace and justice, and democratic measures for all peoples. Several of the points enumerated in this socialist declaration are in obvious disagreement or diametrically opposed with the practices employed by Castro on his people. The Castro regime controls tightly all the mass media, the press, and all internet activities in Cuba go through State Security. Castro has repeatedly refused the entry into Cuba to the envoy of the United Nations Human Rights Commission. In addition, despite Cuba’s high level of literacy and medical expertise, has one of the lowest numbers of internet users in the Americas.  

I’d like to end by remembering someone widely respected for his idealism in socialist circles. He is highly respected even posthumously. Ernesto Che Guevara said in 1962: “the State sometimes errs. When this happens, the collective enthusiasm diminishes.” Let us all face it, members of the right or the left, rich nations and poor countries, it is time for the whole world to recognize that the collective enthusiasm of the Cuban people has greatly diminished, it is exhausted after 46 years of totalitarian rule. The cause of Cuba is not necessarily defined or best represented by Castro because the State, under Castro, has frequently erred. Unfortunately, Castro continues to be fanatically “honored” from the left and why not, also “interestingly” from some in the right.     

September 22, 2005

Dr. Antonio M. Gordon, Jr.

PO Box 523096

Miami, Florida 33152

